JEFFERSON PARISH SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Gretna, Louisiana

INTER-OFFICE MEMORAND UM

TO: Deputy Chief A. Clavarie DEPT. Commander, S.1.D. DATE March, 13 2000

FROM: Sergeant K. Conley DEPT. S.I.D., Vice squad cc: Capt. T Angelica
SUBJECT: Obscenity Investigation Lt. D. DeSalvo

On March 11, 2000 members of the Vice Squad were working an ongoing Investigation into
complaints of open homosexual activity in public restrooms located in Lakeside mall. At approximately
7:00pm, Detective Wayne Couvillion entered the men’s room located on the second floor of the Dillards
department store. Sgt. Conley maintained a position to cover detective. Approximately 20 minuets later
a white male exited the men’s room and Detective Couvillion followed. Detective Couvillion pointed
out the subject and officers stopped him in the hall.

Detective Couvillion then advised Sgt. Conley that officer entered a stall and sat down. At this
iime a male subject sitting in the stall started to make contact with undercover officer. It should be noted
through training and experience vice officers are aware of signals and body language men do in
restrooms for the purpose of soliciting homosexual type of activities. Such conduct which was used by
this subject included sliding his foot in undercover officer’s stall and tapping officers foot. When the
undercover officer replied by tapping his foot, the male subject reached under the partition and started
rubbing on the officers leg and making hand gestures indicating for the undercover officer to come into
his stall. The subject also made a gesture with his hand with is known to indicate masturbation.
Detective Couvillion asked the subject, “ what do you want” and the male subject replied “ I want to
piay with you”.

It s at this point in an undercover investigation where the undercover officer responds in the
affirmative and the subject initiates some kind of activity which makes the case for officers. In past
investigations this activity has included, entering officers stall while masturbating openly, attempting to
masturbate undercover officer, and attempting to perform oral sex. In this case however Detective
Couvillion was justifiably concerned into having the subject’s actions progress because of the high
waffic of juvenile boys which were using the restroom. Sgt. Conley, while covering Detective
Couvillion, counted at least 6 incidents where young boys entered the restroom alone to use the facilities.
tJut of concern for these children Detective Couvillion decided it would be in their best interest to
‘erminate the investigation at this point rather than risk the possibility of them seeing this type of
activity. This decision is common and important in these types of investigations. There is no question
‘hat Detective Couvillion used superior judgement and discretion in this ratter.

Sgt. Conley then confronted the man who apologized and stated he would never come here again,
ikis was before Sgt. Conley even advised him of the reason for his stop. The subject went on to say that
22 usually does not do this sort of thing at Lakeside Mall. Officers then asked him how long he has been
soiiciting sex from men. He answered he has always had a problem and has been experiencing srong
“endencies the last five months or so. He stated he has sought counselingin the past for this addiction.
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Officers ‘then asked for his identification at which he presented a police identification
~commission) from the St. Bernard Sheriff’s Office. Officer observed in addition to his commission
2old badge with the number 2 on the surface. Subject was identified as Captain Joseph Difatta, w/m
with a date of birth as August 8 1954. Captain Difatta’s home address as 909 Judge Perez Drive in St.
Bemard. Officers expressed their shock and disappointment with the St. Bernard officer to which he-
could only apologize and promise to stay away from Jefferson Parish and seek counseling.

It should be noted that Difatta was well familiar and comfortable with the routine and body
‘anguage involved in this type of activity and did express he has done this a lot. . It should also be noted
that had Detective Couvillion let this case develop, it would have concluded with Capt. Difatta’s arrest
Tor obscenity charges, including a possible attempted crime against nature.

Captain Difatta advised officers his duty with the St. Bernard Sheriff’s office is that of 2 laison
setween the parish council and the sheriffs office. Capt. Difatta was advised by Sgt. Conley that a
report documenting this incident was going to be written and submitted to Sgt. Conley’s supervisors for
documentation purposes. Captain Difatta was released and stated he had to meet his wife and children ar
2 per-arranged location.
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